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FOREWORD 
 
Dear Student,  
 
Congratulations on being selected in the PEC-G program!  
 
This document, prepared by the Division of Educational Matters 
(DCE) of the Ministry of External Relations with the valuable 
contribution of students and others involved in the program, 
contains general information to guide you on your arrival and 
settling-in in Brazil, and aims to make it easier for you to adapt 
to the country and to make your experience in the PEC-G more 
pleasant and profitable for you. 
 
You can help us to improve and keep this Manual useful and up-
to-date by sending your comments, criticisms, doubts and 
suggestions to DCE's e-mail: dce@itamaraty.gov.br. 
 
DCE wishes you success in your academic stay in Brazil.  
  
  
 
 
  
   
 
 

mailto:dce@itamaraty.gov.br
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Exchange students and PEC-G coordinators at a regional meeting of 
evaluation of the Program, in Florianópolis-SC, 2005. 

THE PEC-G PROGRAM 

 

Created in 1964, the Exchange Program for Undergraduate 
Students (PEC-G) offers vacancies for graduation courses in 
Brazilian Higher Education Institutions (IES) to students from 
developing countries with which Brazil maintains educational, 
cultural or scientific and technological agreements. 
 
The idea of creating a government program to receive students 
from other countries came from the increase in the number of 
foreigners in Brazil, in the 1960s. There was the need to unify 
the conditions of student exchange and to ensure similar 
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treatment to students in all universities. Thus, the first Protocol 
to regulate the PEC-G Program was signed in 1965. Currently, 
the Program is regulated by Presidential Decree n. 7948, 
published in 2013, which provides greater legal force to the 
PEC-G Regulation. 
 
Over the last decade, there were over 6,000 selected in the 
program. Africa is the continent of origin of most students, 
especially Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau and Angola. In Latin 
America, most students come from Paraguay, Ecuador and 
Peru, whereas in Asia, the East Timor accounts for the highest 
number of candidates. Annually, about 400 new students enroll 
in the Program, while about 200 are formed. 
 
PEC-G is administered by the Ministry of External Relations 
(MRE), through the Division of Educational Matters (DCE), and 
by the Ministry of Education (MEC), through the Department of 
Higher Education (SESu), in partnership with participating IES. 
 
In addition to co-operate in the training of professionals in 
developing countries, the PEC-G Program contributes to the 
internationalization and diversification of the Brazilian 
academic setting. During your stay in Brazil, we encourage you 
to engage in activities to promote your country's culture and 
reality. By doing so, you will be enriching your academic life and 
contributing to expand your colleagues' worldviews. Represent 
your country actively in Brazil! 
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PEC-G STUDENT BENEFITS 
 
ü The course vacancy is free of charge to graduation courses at 
more than 90 Brazilian IES, without paying any fees. 
 
ü The student is entitled to medical, dental and 
pharmaceutical assistance provided by the National Public 
Health System ς SUS.  
 
ü The student will receive free of charge academic documents 
(certificate, academic record and course description) duly 
legalized at the Brazilian diplomatic mission in the country 
where the student applied for the PEC-G program.  

 
PEC-G STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
ü Observe the rules of the PEC-G, disclosed in the Decree n. 
7.948/13 (attached). 
 
ü Observe the rules and regulations of your IES. 
 
ü Observe the Brazilian legislation. 
 
ü Maintain updated your passport, temporary student visa 
(VITEM-IV) and National Foreigner Registration (RNE). 
ω Present yourself at the Federal Police within thirty (30) 
days upon arrival in Brazil to request your RNE. 
ω Request the extension of your VITEM-IV at the Federal 
Police thirty (30) days before the visa expiration date. 
Failure to do so will incur a daily fine, applied immediately 
after the expiration of the visa, for reasons of illegal stay in 
Brazil. 



 7 

 
ü Keep your temporary student visa (VITEM-IV) during your 
whole stay in Brazil. 
ω ¢he student who obtains a visa other than the temporary 
student visa (VITEM-IV) will be cut off the PEC-G Program. 

 
ü Do not get involved in matters of Brazilian domestic and 
foreign politics, in observance of Article 107 of Law n. 6.815/80. 
 
ü Possess sufficient funds to pay for your maintenance in 
Brazil, including housing, food, transportation, clothing, 
educational materials and other expenses. 
 
ü Devote yourself exclusively to your studies. 
 
ü Do not engage in any paid activity that represents 
employment status or characterize the payment of a salary or 
professional fees for services rendered. 
ω ¢ƘŜ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ in academic 
training activities, research activities, extra-curricular 
activities and tutoring, observing the laws regarding 
temporary foreigner residents.  In such cases, the student 
may receive scholarship, provided there is no employment 
status or characterization of salary payment for services 
rendered. 

 
ü Always maintain updated at the IES your personal contact 
information (address, phone number and email in Brazil), as 
well as your family's/guardian's contact information in your 
country of origin. 
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ü In case of change of address, inform the fact to the Federal 
Police in Brazil, within thirty (30) days. 
 
ü Return immediately to your country of origin in the following 
cases: 
ω ¦Ǉƻƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΤ 
ω Lƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /9[t9-Bras exam taken in Brazil (for 
students from countries where the is no CELPE-Bras); 
and/or 
ω Lƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜƭƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ L9{ ŦƻǊ ƳƛǎŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ, 
failure or abandonment of your studies, observing the 
specific legislation, in which case you will not be forwarded 
to another IES. 

 
ü Receive your academic documents (diploma, grade report 
and course program) exclusively in the Brazilian Diplomatic 
Mission where you applied for PEC-G. 
 

ü Keep yourself informed about your duties and 
responsibilities as an exchange student, by regularly visiting the 
websites of SESu/MEC, DCE/MRE and of your IES. 
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APPLICABLE LEGISLATION 
 
ü  Law nº 6.815, of  19th August 1980 (a law which defines  
rights and duties, as well as establishing conditions for the 
permanent stay of foreigners) ς available at the link: 
www.planalto.gov.br/ccivil_03/leis/l6815.htm 
 
ü  Decree nº 86.715, of 10th December 1981 (regulates Law nº 
6.815, of 19th August 1980, which defines the legal situation of 
a foreigner in Brazil) ς available at the link: 
www.planalto.gov.br/ccivil_03/decreto/Antigos/D8671 5.htm 
 
ü  Decree nº 7.948, of 12th March 2013 (legislates about the 
Exchange Program for Undergraduate Students - PEC-G) ς 
available at the link www.dce.mre.gov.br/PEC/PECG.php in 
Portuguese, Spanish, French and English.  
 
The exchange student must also observe the rules and 
regulations of their particular IES.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.planalto.gov.br/ccivil_03/leis/l6815.htm
http://www.planalto.gov.br/ccivil_03/decreto/Antigos/D8671%205.htm
http://www.dce.mre.gov.br/PEC/PECG.php
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BRAZIL 

 
Official name:  Federative Republic of Brazil  
Area: 8,515,767.049 km². It is the largest country in South 
America, occupying 47% of South American territory, and the 
fifth largest in the world. 
Population: 201,032,714 (2013 estimate).  
Climate: Tropical, subtropical, temperate, equatorial and semi-
desert.  
Borders with: Venezuela, Guyana, Surinam, French Guyana,  
Colombia, Bolivia , Peru, Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay.  

Political map of Brazil. 
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Official language: Portuguese.  
Government: Presidential federative republic.  
Capital: Brasília  
Independence: 7th September 1822  
Religion: Brazil is a secular state, and the free exercise of 
religious worship is guaranteed by the Federal Constitution. 
Currency: Real (BRL)  
Telephone country code: (55)   
Internet Code:  .br  
Electronic government page: www.brasil.gov.br  
 
Brazil is composed of twenty-six (26) States and one Federal 
District. The Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics 
(IBGE) divides the country into five territorial blocks or regions, 
grouped according to physical, human economic and social 
characteristics. 
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BRAZILIAN REGIONS 
 
Centre-West Region 
The Centre-West  Region is made up of the states of Goiás (GO), 
Mato Grosso (MT) and Mato Grosso do Sul (MS) and by the 
Federal District (DF). It occupies 18.86% of Brazilian territory, 
with a population of approximately 12 million inhabitants, 
making it the least populous region of the country.  
 
The climate is tropical, with rainy summers, between the 
months of October and March, and dry winters, between the 
months of April and September. In the months of July and 
August, at the height of the dry season, the air humidity 
reaches very low levels, especially in the Federal District. 
 
The topography of the region is made up of the high plateau, 
with predominantly scrub vegetation. And by the Pantanal 
plain, the largest flood plain in the world, with very varied 
vegetation. The Pantanal is known worldwide for its 
biodiversity, being a great centre for ecological tourism. 
 
In the decade of the 
1960s, the population of 
the Centre-West was 
increased by the 
transfer of the federal 
capital to Brasília.  The 
population was made 
up of migrants from all 
the other areas of the 
country, thus being 
characterized by its 

Brasília, capital of Brazil. 
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human dissimilarity. The urban population is relatively 
numerous.  In the country areas, extensive cattle breeding is 
the principal activity.   
 
The largest city in the region is Brasília (DF), the federal capital, 
which houses the headquarters of the Executive, Legislative and 
Judiciary Powers, as well as Embassies and the majority of the 
federal bodies.  
 

Main cities:  

¶ Brasília ς DF  

¶ Goiânia ς GO  

¶ Campo Grande ς MS  
  
North-East Region 
This is the region with the greatest number of states (nine in 
total): Maranhão (MA), Piauí (PI), Ceará (CE), Rio Grande do 
Norte (RN), Pernambuco (PE), Alagoas (AL), Sergipe (SE), 
Paraíba (PB) e Bahia (BA). It occupies 18% of the national 
territory and has the longest coastline in the country.   
 
The Northeast region was the cradle of the Portuguese 
colonization in the country, from 1500 to 1532, based on the 
extraction of Brazilwood, the dye from which was used to 
colour the clothing of European nobility. The first capital of 
Brazil, Salvador (the present capital of the state of Bahia), was 
founded in 1549. The Northeast was the financial centre of 
Brazil until the middle of the 18th century, since the Capitania of 
Pernambuco was the main production centre of the colony and 
Recife, the city of most economic importance.  
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The average annual temperature of the region is between 20° 
and 28°C, with four types of climate: wet equatorial, present in 
a small part of the state of Maranhão, on the border with Piauí; 
wet coastal, from the coast of Bahia to the coast of  Rio Grande 
do Norte; tropical, in the states of Bahia, Ceará, Maranhão and 
Piauí; and semi-arid, in the Northeast interior.  
 
The Northeastern vegetation stretches from the Atlantic Forest 
(Mata Atlântica), on the coast, to the Coconut Forest (Mata dos 
Cocais), in the Middle North, with ecosystems such as 
mangroves, brushwood and scrub, among others.  
 
The region is home to almost 30% of the Brazilian population, 
being the second most populous region of the country.  
 
The large number of cities situated on the coast, along with the 
natural beauty, contributes to the growth of tourism. On the 
coastline, the cuisine has been developed based on fish and 
seafood.  In the interior, it is more common to eat jerked beef 
(carne-seca).  
 
The Northeast Region has 
enjoyed strong economic 
growth since the end of the 
decade of 2000, with 
significant improvement in 
income distribution.  

 
Main cities:  

¶ Salvador ς BA  

¶ Fortaleza ς CE  

¶ Recife ς PE  

Fortaleza, capital of Ceará. 
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North Region 
The North Region is made up of the states of  Acre (AC), Amapá 
(AP),  Amazonas (AM),  Pará (PA),  Rondônia (RO), Roraima (RR) 
and Tocantins (TO). It is the largest region in terms of land, 
occupying the equivalent of 42.27% of Brazilian territory, larger 
than the area of Índia and a little smaller that the European 
Union.  On the other hand, it has the least demographic density.  
The population, mainly mixed races, descendents of indigenous 
inhabitants and Portuguese, is concentrated in the stated 
capitals.  
 
Most of the region has a hot wet equatorial climate and the 
predominant vegetation is Amazon forest. The region includes 
the largest hydrographic basin in the world, the Amazon basin, 
formed by the river Amazon and its tributaries.   
 
The economy of the region is based on industrial activities, 
vegetable and mineral extraction, including oil and natural gas, 
agriculture and livestock as well as tourism.  
 

Main cities:  

¶ Manaus ς AM  

¶ Belém ς PA  

¶ Ananindeua ς PA  

Belém, capital of Pará. 
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Southeast Region 
This includes the states of Espírito Santo (ES), Rio de Janeiro 
(RJ), Minas Gerais (MG) and São Paulo (SP).  
 

It is the most important 
industrial, commercial and 
financial region of the 
country.  Highly urbanized, 
it has the highest GDP, as 
well as the two most 
populous cities in Brazil: 
São Paulo, with 
approximately 11 million 
inhabitants, and Rio de 
Janeiro, with approximately 

6 million. In spite of occupying only 10.6% of the ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 
territory, more than 40% of the Brazilian population is 
concentrated in the Southeast.  
 
The predominant climates are tropical Atlantic, on the coast, 
and tropical altitude, on the plateaus.  The original vegetation, 
Atlantic forest (Mata Atlântica), was almost completely 
destroyed during the occupation of the interior, especially by 
the expansion of coffee cultivation, which was one of the 
reasons that the region received many European and Japanese 
immigrants. These were concentrated in the State of São Paulo, 
where they left a great cultural influence.   
 
The economy is strong and industrialized, producing from steel 
and cement to automobiles and aircraft.  Agriculture is well 
developed, of a high technical standard with good productivity.   
In the region there are large cattle herds and great production 

São Paulo, capital of São Paulo. 
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of oranges, sugar-cane and coffee.  The state of Minas Gerais 
extracts a wide variety of minerals and Rio de Janeiro and 
Espírito Santo are the major producers of petroleum in the 
country.  
 

Main cities:  

¶ São Paulo ς SP  

¶ Rio de Janeiro ς RJ  

¶ Belo Horizonte ς MG  
  
South Region 
The South Region is made up of three states: Paraná (PR), Santa 
Catarina (SC) and Rio Grande do Sul (RS). It is the smallest 
region of Brazil, occupying only 6.8% of national territory, but it 
is also the second richest region and that which has the highest 
literacy rate and best levels of education, health and welfare in 
the country.  
 
The subtropical climate, 
with the lowest 
temperature in the 
country, predominates 
in the region. Apart 
from the remains of the 
Araucárias forest, the 
South is covered by 
creeper vegetation, 
suitable for livestock, 
which is one of the main 
economic activities. 

Curitiba, capital of Paraná. 
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Agriculture is carried out on a large scale, with the use of 
modern techniques, which favour good productivity for growing 
wheat, soya, corn, rice, beans and tobacco.  
 
The colder climate, subject to frosts and occasional snow, and 
the European-style architecture contribute to attracting tourists 
in winter.  On the coast of Santa Catarina and Paraná there is a 
great deal of tourism also in the summer.  
 

Main cities:  

¶ Curitiba ς PR  

¶ Porto Alegre ς RS  

¶ Joinville ς SC 
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HIGHER EDUCATION IN BRAZIL 

Brazilian higher education is basically ruled by Laws 9.394/96, 
9.131/95, 9.192/95, by the recommendations and Resolutions 
of the National Education Council and by the Statutes and 
internal regulations of the Brazilian Higher Education 
Institutions (IES). 
 
.ǊŀȊƛƭΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ following 
systems: federal education system; individual state and Federal 
District systems; and municipal education systems. 
 
Courses are offered in the IES under several designations, such 
as universities, university centers and faculties. More 

Federal University of Paraná - UFPR, one of Brazil's first universities. 


