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Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais Student Selected  
as Winner of Multilingual Essay Contest 

July 27,2017
Princeton, New Jersey

ELS Educational Services, Inc., is pleased to announce that, from a pool of over 2,000 entrants, Bárbara Rafaela da Silva Machado, 
a Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais student, was one of 60 students from 27 countries and representing 57 universities to be 
selected as a winner of the 2017 Many Languages, One World® international essay contest. 

2017 is the fourth year ELS Educational Services and the United Nations Academic Impact (UNAI) have sponsored Many 
Languages, One World. This year ELS and the UNAI also welcome Northeastern University as the host of the Many Languages, One 
World Global Youth Forum and the sponsor and organizer of the Northeastern University Global Youth Symposium. 

Machado attended the Many Languages, One World Global Youth Forum and Northeastern University Global Youth Symposium 
in Boston, Massachusetts. Machado was provided with an all-expense-paid trip to Boston and New York City and the opportunity 
to speak at the General Assembly of the United Nations. On 21 July, 2017, Machado and the other winners presented action plans 
related to the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

The Many Languages, One World contest challenged students around the globe to write their essays in one of the six official 
languages of the United Nations, that is neither the contestants’ first language (language(s) spoken at home) nor the medium 
of instruction in either their primary or secondary education, or a medium of instruction if attending a bilingual school. Entrants 
were asked to write an essay that reflected their personal, academic, cultural and national context and discussed global citizenship 
and cultural understanding and the role that multilingual ability can play in fostering these. The official languages of the United 
Nations are Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, and Spanish.

Machado studies Mechanical Engineering at Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais. For the contest, Machado wrote her essay in 
English. 

In 2017, more than 6,000 students and sponsors from 170 countries participated in the initial phase of this contest. Students who 
participated are pursuing undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral degrees.

For more informaton, visit ManyLanguagesOneWorld.org or join the conversation on social media using #MLOW2017.
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ELS Educational Services, Inc. offers more than 55 years of success in assisting international students – more than 1.2 million 
to date – achieve their personal and professional goals through English preparation and university study skills. ELS assists 
international students to identify and gain entry to higher education institutions around the world, including in Australia, Canada, 
India, Malaysia and the United States.

Founded in 1898, Northeastern is a global, experiential, research university built on a tradition of engagement with the world, 
creating a distinctive approach to education and research. The university offers a comprehensive range of undergraduate and 
graduate programs leading to degrees through the doctorate in nine colleges and schools, and select advanced degrees at 
graduate campuses in Charlotte, North Carolina, Seattle, Silicon Valley, and Toronto. 

For more information, visit: http://www.northeastern.edu/

The United Nations Academic Impact is a programme of the Outreach Division of the Department of 
Public Information. It is open to all institutions of higher education granting degrees or their equivalent, 
as well as bodies whose substantive responsibilities relate to the conduct of research. Its essential frame 
of reference is:

• To bring into association with the United Nations, and with each other, institutions  
of higher learning throughout the world.

• To provide a mechanism for such institutions to commit themselves to the fundamental precepts 
driving the United Nations mandate, in particular the realization of the universally accepted 
Sustainable Development Goals.

• To serve as a viable point of contact for ideas and proposals relevant to the United Nations mandate.

• To promote the direct engagement of institutions of higher education in programs, projects and 
initiatives relevant to this mandate.

For more information, visit: https://academicimpact.un.org/
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