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Number 8 wire was the preferred wire gauge 

for sheep fencing, so remote farms often 

had rolls of it on hand, and the wire would 

often be used inventively to solve 

mechanical or structural problems. 

Accordingly, the term "number 8 wire" came 

to represent the ingenuity and 

resourcefulness of New Zealanders, and the 

phrase "a number 8 wire mentality"



• No New Zealander lives more than a 90 minute drive from the beach

• In 1893, NZ was the first country to give women the right to vote

• New Zealand’s Southern Alps are longer that the French, Swiss and 
Austrian Alps combined!

• NZ is the last land mass on earth to be discovered, making it the 
youngest country in the world 

• Least corrupt country in the world*

• One of the safest countries in the world**
*Corruption Perceptions Index, 2017

**Global Peace Index, 2017
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OUR STUDENTS AND STAFF

20% PG Students

80% UG Students

18,035

TOTAL EFT STUDENTS

543 International Staff

606 Domestic Staff

1,149

TOTAL (FTE) FACULTY STAFF

73% UG Students

27% PG Students

8,347
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• More than 60 research centres and institutes

• Our research institutes include:

• Engineering Research Institute

• Health and Rehabilitation Research Institute

• Institute for Radio Astronomy and Space 
Research

• Institute of Applied Ecology New Zealand

• Institute of Biomedical Technologies

• Institute of Culture Discourse and 
Communication

• Knowledge Engineering and Discovery 
Research Institute

• National Institute for Public Health and Mental 
Health Research

• National Institute of Stroke and Applied 
Neurosciences

• New Zealand Tourism Research Institute

• New Zealand Work Research Institute

• Sports Performance Research Institute NZ

• Te Ipukarea – National Māori Language 
Institute

AUT UNIVERSITY

http://www.eri.aut.ac.nz/
https://hrri.aut.ac.nz/
https://irasr.aut.ac.nz/
https://aenz.aut.ac.nz/
https://ibtec.aut.ac.nz/
https://icdc.aut.ac.nz/
https://kedri.aut.ac.nz/
https://niphmhr.aut.ac.nz/
https://nisan.aut.ac.nz/
http://nztri.aut.ac.nz/
http://www.workresearch.aut.ac.nz/
https://sprinz.aut.ac.nz/
http://www.teipukarea.maori.nz/


Centre for Energy and Power Engineering

• Concentrating solar power, solar water heating, photovoltaics, energy use in 

buildings

• Ocean Energy Conversion (Wave Energy, Tidal Energy, Offshore Wind Energy)

• Renewable energy, combustion engines and thermofluid systems

• Integration of renewable energy and energy storage systems to electric grid and 

electric transportation

• Smart grids and renewable energy

• Electric vehicles

• Energy Harvesting, Smart Lighting
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